
A key instructional strategy in Reading Accelerator is marking up words. 
Students analyze new words by underlining, linking, circling, and boxing letters 
and letter combinations. When students learn to identify and mark learned 
graphemes in words, they gain agency and control over the decoding process. 
As students advance through the skill sequence, the mark-up scaffolding can be 
reduced to focus on the newest skills being taught.

The following pages contain examples of the mark-ups used in each lesson, 
including some of the words students will code and read in the Student 
Workbook as part of Lesson A. Marking up the words is not an exact science, 
but employing the strategy will assist students in decoding, using syllabication 
generalizations and set for variability. 
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Underline individual vowels.

Draw a swoop under digraphs, special combinations, 
r-controlled vowel teams, and consonant clusters.

Draw a circle around vowel teams (except r-controlled).

Draw a vertical line between syllables.

Cross out silent e and draw an arrow from the e, over 
the consonant, pointing to the working vowel.

Draw a box around affixes.

Reading Accelerator uses the following guidelines for syllable division: Most syllables after the first start with a consonant.  
Affixes, vowel teams, special combinations, digraphs, and most r and l blends remain together. As students build automaticity,  
our approach to syllabification includes a focus on the morphological units of words.



Lesson 1	

	 bat	 cab	 van	 lab

Lesson 2	

	 rip	 kid	 fix	 dig

Lesson 3	

	 hot	 dog	 mom	 fog

Lesson 4	

	 red	 jet	 vet	 beg

Lesson 5	

	 mud	 cub	 sum	 hub

Lesson 6	

	 mag||net	 cot||ton	 rab||bit	 bas||ket

Lesson 7	

	 ship	 cash	 mesh	 dish||pan

Lesson 8	

	 chat	 chin	 lunch	 sand||wich

Lesson 9	

	 math	 thin	 with	 bath||mat

Lesson 10	

	 deck	 when	 which	 back||pack

Lesson 11	

	 quick	 quip	 quiz	 quell
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Lesson 12	

	 but||ton	 les||son	 sig||nal	 at||tack 

Lesson 13	

	 stick	 swim	 scan	 smog 

Lesson 14	

	 black	 crush	 strap	 scrub 

Lesson 15	

	 splits	 slugs	 scraps	 plants 

Lesson 16	

	 hu||man	 ba||sin	 mu||sic	 she

Lesson 17	

	 think	 long	 strong	 skunk 

Lesson 18	

	 slide	 snake	 in||side	 plate 

Lesson 19	

	 stove	 cube	 theme	 cos||tume 

Lesson 20	

	 re||mind	 sold	 wild	 up||hold  

Lesson 21	

	 card	 park	 harsh	 gar||den 

Lesson 22	

	 form	 sport	 torn	 porch 
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Lesson 23	

	 perk	 dirt	 whirl	 turn 

Lesson 24	

	 m ai l	 stay	 may||be	 pai nt 

Lesson 25	

	 they	 eight	 neigh||bor	 great 

Lesson 26	

	 mall	 walk	 salt	 chalk 

Lesson 27	

	 dish||es	 swim||ming	 lunch||es	 rot||ting 

Lesson 28	

	 squint||ed	 yelled	 jumped	 hand||ed 

Lesson 29	

	 sheep	 beach	 key	 dream 

Lesson 30	

	 goat	 tow	 row||boat	 own 

Lesson 31	

	 I’ll	 can’t	 won’t	 she’ll 

Lesson 32	

	 sigh	 in||sight	 flight	 sun||light 

Lesson 33	

	 rice	 huge	 slice	 page 
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Lesson 34	

	 lodge	 match	 wedge	 switch

Lesson 35	

	 few	 sui t	 blue	 duel

Lesson 36	

	 crew’s	 fish||’s	 in||sect’s	 race||’s
Lesson 37	

	 haul	 flaw	 thought	 yawn

Lesson 38	

	 look	 spoon	 took	 car||toon

Lesson 39	

	 fly	 hun||gry	 try	 po||ny

Lesson 40	

	 joy	 choi ce	 coi n	 toy

Lesson 41	

	 proud	 shout	 brown	 sound

Lesson 42	

	 though	 young	 group	 cou||sin

Lesson 43	

	 gen||tle	 peb||ble	 sad||dle	 driz||zle

Lesson 44	

	 play||ful	 end||less	 hurt||ful	 time||less
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Lesson 45	

	 late||ly 	 glad||ly	 wind||y	 sun||ny 

Lesson 46	

	 strong||er 	 soft||est	 meek||est	 smart||er 

Lesson 47	

	 mu||sic||al	 ex||tend||ed	 trans||par||ent	 syn||the||siz||er

Lesson 48	

	 un||like 	 re||cy||cle 	 un||plug	 un||kind 

Lesson 49	

	 dis||like 	 mis||han||dle 	 pre||paid	 pre||test  

Lesson 50	

	 stud||i ed	 tri es	 beg||ging	 clapped 

Lesson 51	

	 teeth 	 cac||ti	 mice	 ox||en

Lesson 52	

	 mice||’s	 horse||’s 	 men’s	 geese||’s 

Lesson 53	

	 graph	 em||pha||sis	 tro||phy	 or||phan 

Lesson 54	

	 gnat	 knew 	 lamb	 cam||paign  
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