
Open a lifetime of 
literacy & learning



Elevate Reading Comprehension with SPIRE Next 

• Students struggling with comprehension

• Tier 2 students in grades 3-8

• Whole class or small groups

• Skills-based, genre-specific instruction & 
practice for comprehension development

• Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, informational 
text & more

• Components, Levels A-F: 
• Student Editions
• Teacher’s Manuals
• Assessments
• Answer Keys



Why SPIRE Next?
Simple

• Genre-based so can choose where you start or 
what lessons you use in the book

• Teacher’s manual provides highly scaffolded, in-
depth instruction and modeling of skills and 
strategies to support close reading

Sustainable
• Easy to implement

• Heavy teacher support and prompts in the 
Teacher’s Manual

Supportive
• Meets students where they are

• Highly scaffolded direct instruction and practice 
using gradual release model

• Additional support for striving readers and English 
language learners



SPIRE Next Lexiles-Lowest to Highest, Levels A and B



Lexile Levels – Lowest to Highest, Levels C and D



Lexile Levels – Lowest to Highest, Levels E and F



How Do I Implement SPIRE Next with My Tier 2 Students?
• Option 1 – You can implement SPIRE Next with your Tier 2 students 

exactly as the program is written.*
• You can give your students Practice Test 1 and use the results as a baseline 

measure of students’ reading comprehension levels before starting the 
Student Edition lessons. You can then use Practice Test 2 to measure students’ 
progress after completing the program. And keep in mind, the lessons do NOT 
have to be done in any specific order. 

• Follow the detailed instructions for each Lesson, guiding students through the 
Close Read process for each selection in the Lesson. 

• Each Lesson ends with a Read On Your Own which is done independently and 
finally there is a Lesson Quiz made up of multiple-choice and short-answer 
questions.

*This is a great option if you will be using SPIRE Next throughout 
the entire school-year.



Option 2 – SPIRE Next Implementation

• You can select only the 
lessons that cover the 
Genre’s your students 
struggle the most to 
comprehend. You may 
know this based on data 
you already have on your 
students or from data on 
the end-of-year 
assessment.

• Option 2 is sometimes 
used in a summer school or 
in an after-school setting.



Option 3 – SPIRE Next Implementation
• You can follow the Generic Pacing Guide (provided) which 
maps out how to do the different reads OR you can also just 
select the genre  and only one of the reads to do and follow the 
instructions for that read. Some teachers will select the Lesson, 
then the read and skills, and complete.
Here is an example:
SPIRE Next Level C, Lesson 4, Graphic Novel. 
Read 1-The Last Training Mission, Part 1.
Skills Covered: Visual Elements, Synonyms and Antonyms, 
Recognize Graphic Novels, Sequence of Events. This choice 
was made due to the teacher wanting to cover those skills 
knowing these skills are those students have struggled with in 
the past.
No other read is going to be completed. The teacher may 
choose to move on to another lesson. Remember the SPIRE Next 
lessons do NOT have to be done in any specific order.



Generic Pacing Guide – 60 Minute Time Frame 
Lesson Title (Short Stories, Drama, etc) 60-Minute Implementation Time Frame

Day 1 – Title of Read/Story Teach both Practice Skill Lessons
Begin Reading the selection stopping to discuss and 
support students as they fill out both graphic organizers. 
(Comprehension and Literary Skill.)

Day 2 – Title of Read/Story (same as above) Finish reading the selection. Go over all answers on the 
graphic organizers correcting any misconceptions 
and/or wrong answers.
*Optional Vocabulary Lesson

Day 3 – Second Read (Different Selection) Teach both Practice Skill Lessons
Begin Reading the selection stopping to discuss and 
support students as they fill out both graphic organizers. 
(Comprehension and Literary Skill.)

Day 4 – Second Read Finish reading the selection. Go over all answers on the 
graphic organizers correcting any misconceptions 
and/or wrong answers.
*Optional Vocabulary Lesson

Day 5 – Third Read (Independently) Read On Your Own – Comprehension Check
Students will read the final selection on their own using 
the orange and green boxes for support. Students will 
complete the Comprehension Check questions.

This pacing guide teaches
both Practice Skill Lessons at
the same time, then the students
with teacher support, read the 
selection and answer the 
questions in both orange and 
green callout boxes.

The same thing is done with the
Second selection and finally, 
students do the Read On Your 
Own and answer the 
Comprehension Check questions 
independently.



How Do I Implement SPIRE Next with My Tier 2 SPIRE Students?

1. Check the Lexile Level Chart to help determine which Level A-F would be the best fit for your SPIRE 
students.

2. Give Practice Test 1 to determine a baseline measure of students’ reading comprehension levels.* 
*This is OPTIONAL for SPIRE students as they usually need reading comprehension support in 
ALL Genres.

3. SPIRE students may not have the stamina to complete all 3 reads of each selection. The Generic 
Pacing Guide can help plan your instruction.  It works like this:
• The teacher selects what Lesson to cover-i.e. Short Stories.
• Teach both Practice Skill Lessons together - Comprehension Skill and Literary/Genre Skill
• Read the selection-a combination teacher read aloud, student read aloud is suggested.
• Students (with teacher support) fill out the corresponding worksheets/graphic organizers.
• Discuss answers as everyone moves through the reading selection.
• Vocabulary Worksheet can be completed as a group-teacher led instruction. *Optional



Repeat the Process with the Second Reading Selection

1. Repeat the Close Read process with the Second Reading Selection. Teach both Practice Skill 
lessons, read the selection aloud (combination teacher and students), supporting students as 
they fill out the orange and green callout boxes. 

2. Vocabulary Worksheet can be completed as a group, teacher-led instruction. *Optional

3. Students complete the Read On Your Own independently. Teacher can check the 
Comprehension Questions.

4. Lesson Quiz can be completed independently.

5. For SPIRE students we recommend the Third-read be done either whole class/group as oral 
discussion OR not at all.  SPIRE students may just need time focusing on the Comprehension 
Skills and Literary Skills which they will get during the First and Second read.



Additional Lesson Supports

• Fluency Assessments - There is a fluency selection for most lessons 
in the Student Edition, located at the back of the Teacher’s Manual. If 
the genre is not appropriate for a fluency assessment, an alternate 
activity will be provided.

• Supporting Struggling Learners – These callouts are keyed to 
instruction at point of use.  They appear at multiple points in each 
selection to identify potential stumbling blocks and provide a 
corrective strategy in a diagnostic-prescriptive model as this 
example shows.

• Supporting English Language Learners – features are also at 
multiple points in each lesson to provide second-language learning 
best practices to support English learners in understanding the 
selection and developing the oral language skills of the English 
learners.

• Vocabulary Think-Aloud – these callouts model how good readers 
actively think about vocabulary while reading. Deepening 
Vocabulary Understanding encourages students to have meaningful 
discussions that use the words in context, solidifying students’ grasp 
of the words’ meanings.



Respond to Text

• An in-depth writing assignment 
• Discussion starters to scaffold the writing 

assignment for struggling students
• Interactive Think-Aloud script 
• Sample answers for the scaffolding questions
• Prepare for Writing helps students understand the 

purpose and outcome of the writing task
• A  four-point rubric for scoring the final written 

responses from the students.

*Optional for current or recent SPIRE students. This 
might be an option to have students do after you 
have completed several other SPIRE Next lessons and 
students have made gain in their reading 
comprehension and feel comfortable with the Close 
Read process.



Sample Pacing Guides 

These are sample pacing guides, one per Levels A-F. These are suggested for 
students either exiting the SPIRE program or as a companion to SPIRE students 
who are in Level 4 or above. The guides are for a 60-minute time frame.



Sample Pacing Guide – Level A



Sample Pacing Guide – Level B



Sample Pacing Guide – Level C



Sample Pacing Guide – Level D



Sample Pacing Guide – Level E



Sample Pacing Guide – Level F
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